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What is VAMOS?

• VAMOS = Variability of the Americas Monsoon 
System.
– Main focus of VAMOS is monsoons but itMain focus of VAMOS is monsoons, but it 

also includes more.

• A project or "panel" of the Climate Variability and 
Predictability program of the World Climate 
Research Programme.
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VAMOS Mission (condensed)
• Develop scientific plans and international projects to 

investigate the variability and predictability of the g y p y
American monsoon system in the context of global 
climate variability and predictability. 

• Promote studies of climate change impacts on the 
American monsoon system as well as studies of 
d t ti i l di th i l i tiadaptation including the social sciences perspective.

• Promote interdisciplinary interactions among 
researchers from various nations to study VAMOSresearchers from various nations to study VAMOS 
problems.

• Coordinate with advise and support other CLIVAR andCoordinate with, advise and support other CLIVAR and 
WCRP groups. 

• Coordinate with national, regional and internationalCoordinate with national, regional and international 
projects and organizations interested in this topic.



VAMOS activities

• Organized collaborative experimentsOrganized collaborative experiments.
• Coordinated with other WCRP/CLIVAR groups.
• Conducted forecast forums.
• Communicated by publishing newsletters and y p g

web sites on VAMOS activities and experiments.
• Conducted meetings and workshops to promoteConducted meetings and workshops to promote 

scientific collaboration and outreach.
This workshop!– This workshop!



Some VAMOS experimentsp

• VOCALS = VAMOS Ocean-Cloud-Atmosphere-VOCALS  VAMOS Ocean Cloud Atmosphere
Land Study
SALLJEX S th A i L L l J t• SALLJEX = South American Low-Level Jet 
Experiment

• LPB = La Plata Basin
• NAME = North American Monsoon ExperimentNAME  North American Monsoon Experiment
• MESA - Monsoon Experiment for South America
• IASCLIP = Intra-Americas Study of Climate 

Processes



NewslettersNewsletters



The future of VAMOS
• WCRP has changed its structure.

OS• As a result the VAMOS panel is ending later this 
year.
– This does not mean WCRP coordinated 

research on the Americas monsoons will end!
• The new WCRP structure will include research 

topics that formerly were part of VAMOS, but p y p ,
with greater integration across regions and 
across the climate system.y



New CLIVAR structure



Proposed monsoons panelp p



Proposed monsoons panelp p
The goal is to unify monsoons research between 
CLIVAR and GEWEX and across regions to better serveCLIVAR and GEWEX and across regions to better serve 
the overall WCRP community.

Ti liTimeline:

• End of 2013: Advance the concept of the Pan-WCRP 
M Ad i P l (PMAP) t b thMonsoon Advisory Panel (PMAP) to become the 
WCRP CLIVAR/GEWEX Monsoons Panel.

J l 2014 h ld h fi i f h M• July 2014 hold the first meeting of the Monsoons 
Panel jointly with its subgroups at the Pan-GEWEX 
and Pan-CLIVAR meeting in The Hagueand Pan-CLIVAR meeting in The Hague 
(Netherlands).



Summaryy

• VAMOS has left a strong legacy of research 
accomplishments and international cooperation.

• VAMOS "as we know it" is coming to an end.g
• Although VAMOS is ending, its research topics 

and interested scientists will have an importantand interested scientists will have an important 
place in the new CLIVAR structure.


