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Resumen

Se estudiaron los eventos climaticos extremos frios durante el invierno en el periodo 1959-2001
en la regién patagdnica. Se emplearon datos diarios de temperatura minima de la red sindptica de
estaciones del Servicio Meteorolégico Nacional (SMN), abarcando el periodo 1959-2001 para los meses
invernales (léase mayo a agosto, inclusive). A partir de las funciones de distribucién de la temperatura
en cada localidad, se establecieron umbrales de temperatura minima con el objeto de definir los
fendmenos. Se caracterizaron climaticamente dichos eventos en magnitud, frecuencia y extension
territorial a fin de poder desarrollar una metodologia simple, capaz de facilitar los prondsticos climaticos
tendientes a advertir estos eventos extremos. Del andlisis de la circulacion general de la atmdsfera para
el hemisferio sur y sobre la base de la caracterizacion mencionada anteriormente, se encontré un patrén
en el campo de anomalias de presion mensual que aumenta la probabilidad de prediccion de estos
fenémenos extremos frios de un 7% a 24%.

INTERANNUAL VARIABILITY OF THE TEMPERATURE IN THE
SOUTH END OF SOUTH AMERICA

Abstract

This work is a contribution to the study of the extreme colds climatic events during the winter in
period 1959-2001 in the patagonic region. Daily data of minimum temperature of the synoptic network
of stations of Servicio Meteorolo'gico Nacional (SMN) for the winter months (May to August léase,
inclusively) were used for the period 1959-2001. From the functions of distribution of the temperature in
each localities, thresholds of minimum temperature with the intention of defining the phenomena were
settled down. These events in magnitude, frequency and territorial extension were characterized
climatically in order to be able to develop a methodology simple, able to facilitate the tendientes climatic
prognoses to notice these extreme events. Of the analysis of the general circulation of the atmosphere
for the South hemisphere and on the base of the mentioned characterization, a pattern in the field of
anomalies of monthly pressure was found. It increases the probability of prediction of these cold
extreme phenomena from a 7% to 24%.



